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PERSECUTION  OF  THE  JEWS  IN  1840. 

By  Jacob  Ezekiel,  Cincinnati. 

From  my  scrap-book  I  am  enabled  to  present  these  im¬ 
portant  documents  relative  to  the  persecution  of  the  Jews 
at  Damascus,  being  the  correspondence  on  that  subject  by 
the  Israelites  at  New  York,  and  Richmond,  Va.  Although 
upward  of  half  a  century  has  elapsed  it  may  be  perused 
with  much  interest,  and  will  serve  to  show  that  at  that  time, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  gave  precipitate  and 
unsolicited  expression  of  sentiment  to  the  Ottoman  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  would  have  been  well  worthy  of  imitation 
during  the  recent  crisis  of  the  persecution  of  our  brethren 
in  Russia.* 


Correspondence. 

New  York,  August  24,  1840. 

To  His  Excellency  Martin  Van  Buren,  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Sir: — At  a  meeting  of  Israelites  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  held  on  the  19th  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  in 
an  expression  of  sympathy  for  their  brethren  at  Damascus, 
and  of  taking  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  procure  for 
*  them  equal  and  impartial  justice,  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  addressed  to  his  Excellency, 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  requesting 
that  he  will  direct  the  Consuls  of  the  United  States,  in  the 


*  Cincinnati,  Nov.  28th,  1897. 
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Dominions  of  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  to  co-operate  with  the 
Consuls  or  other  agents  accredited  to  the  Pacha,  to  obtain  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial  for  our  brethren  at  Damascus. 

In  transmitting  the  same  to  your  Excellency,  we  beg  leave 
to  express  what  we  are  persuaded  is  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  Israelites  throughout  the  Union,  that  you  will  cheer¬ 
fully  use  every  possible  effort  to  induce  the  Pacha  of  Egypt 
to  manifest  more  liberal  treatment  toward  his  Jewish  sub¬ 
jects,  not  only  from  the  dictates  of  humanity,  but  from  the 
obvious  policy  and  justice  by  which  such  a  course  is  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  intolerant  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  we  live. 
The  liberal  and  enlightened  views  in  relation  to  matters  of 
faith,  which  have  distinguished  our  Government  from  its 
very  inception  to  the  present  time,  have  secured  the  sincere 
gratitude  and  kind  regard  of  the  members  of  all  religious 
denominations,  and  we  trust  the  efforts  of  your  Excellency 
in  this  behalf  will  only  serve  to  render  more  grateful  and  to 
impress  more  fully  on  the  minds  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  the  kindness  and  liberality  of  that  Govern¬ 
ment  under  which  we  live. 

With  the  best  wishes  of  those  in  whose  behalf  we  address 
you — for  your  health  and  happiness,  and  for  the  glory  and 
honor  of  our  Common  Country,  we  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  Excellency’s  obedient  servants, 

J.  B.  Kursheedt,  Chairman . 
Theodore  J.  Seixas,  Secretary. 


Copy  of  Reply  from  the  Honorable  the  Secretary 

of  State. 

Washington,  August  26,  1840. 

Messrs.  J.  B.  Kursheedt,  Chairman,  and  Theodore  J. 
Seixas,  Secretary. 

Gentlemen: — The  President  has  referred  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment  your  letter  of  the  24th  inst.,  communicating  a  reso- 
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lution  unanimously  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Israelites  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  held  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  in  an 
expression  of  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  the  persecution  of 
their  brethren  in  Damascus.  By  his  direction  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  the  heart-rending  scenes  which  took 
place  at  Damascus  had  previously  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  President  by  a  communication  from  our  Consul 
at  that  place,  in  consequence  thereof,  a  letter  of  instructions 
was  immediately  written  to  our  Consul  at  Alexandria,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted  for  your  satisfaction. 

About  the  same  time  our  Charge  d’Affairs  at  Constanti¬ 
nople,  was  instructed  to  interpose  his  good  offices  in  behalf 
of  the  oppressed  and  persecuted  race  of  the  Jews  in  the 
Ottoman  Dominions,  among  whose  kindred  are  found  some 
of  the  most  worthy  and  patriotic  of  our  own  citizens,  and 
the  whole  subject,  which  appeals  so  strongly  to  the  universal 
sentiment  of  justice  and  humanity,  was  earnestly  recom¬ 
mended  to  his  zeal  and  discretion.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
gentlemen, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Same  to  John  Gliddon,  Esq., 
United  States  Consul  at  Alexandria. 

Washington,  August  14,  1840. 
John  Gliddon,  Esq.,  United  States  Consul  at  Alexandria , 
Egypt. 

Sir: — In  common  with  all  civilized  nations,  the  people  of 
the  United  States  have  learned  with  horror,  the  atrocious 
crimes  imputed  to  the  Jews  of  Damascus,  and  the  cruelties 
of  which  they  have  been  the  victims.  The  President  fully 
participates  in  the  public  feeling,  and  he  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  equal  surprise  and  pain,  that  in  this  advanced 
age,  such  unnatural  practices  should  be  ascribed  to  any 
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portion  of  the  religious  world,  and  such  barbarous  measures 
be  resorted  to,  in  order  to  compel  the  confession  of  imputed 
guilt ;  the  offences  with  which  these  unfortunate  people  are 
charged,  resemble  too  much  those  which,  in  less  enlightened 
times,  were  made  the  pretexts  of  fanatical  persecution  or 
mercenary  extortion,  to  permit  a  doubt  that  they  are  equally 
unfounded. 

The  President  has  witnessed,  with  the  most  lively  satis¬ 
faction,  the  effort  of  several  of  the  Christian  Governments 
of  Europe,  to  suppress  or  mitigate  these  horrors,  and  he  has 
learned  with  no  common  gratification,  their  partial  success. 
He  is  moreover  anxious  that  the  active  sympathy  and  gener¬ 
ous  interposition  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
should  not  be  withheld  from  so  benevolent  an  object,  and  he 
has  accordingly  directed  me  to  instruct  you  to  employ, 
should  the  occasion  arise,  all  those  good  offices  and  efforts 
which  are  compatible  with  discretion  and  your  official  char¬ 
acter,  to  the  end  that  justice  and  humanity  may  be  extended 
to  these  persecuted  people,  whose  cry  of  distress  has  reached 
our  shores.  I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  John  Forsyth. 


Meeting  at  Richmond,  Ya. 

Richmond,  Ya.,  September  4,  1840. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  and  Corresponding  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Israelites  of  Yirginia,  a  communication  was 
read  from  our  worthy  and  much  esteemed  brethren,  J.  B. 
Kursheedt  and  Theodore  Seixas,  Chairman  and  Secretary  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Israelites  of  New  York, 
relative  to  a  correspondence  between  them  and  the  Hon. 
John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  subject  of  our 
persecuted  brethren  in  the  East,  whereupon  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted : 
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Resolved ,  That  a  letter  be  addressed  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  expressing  the  acknowledgments  of  the 
Israelites  of  Virginia  in  common  with  their  brethren 
throughout  the  United  States  and  elsewhere,  for  the  prompt 
and  handsome  manner  in  which  he  has  acted  in  reference  to 
the  persecutions  practised  upon  our  brethren  of  Damascus. 

And  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Cohen,  G.  A.  Myers,  Samuel  Marx, 
and  Samuel  H.  Myers  were  appointed  a  sub-committee  to 
carry  the  said  resolution  into  effect. 

A.  H.  Cohen,  Chairman, 
Jacob  Ezekiel,  Secretary. 


Richmond,  September  4,  1840. 

His  Excellency,  Martin  Van  Buren,  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Sir: — In  performing  the  duty  assigned  them  under  the 
annexed  Resolution,  it  may  well  be  supposed  that  it  is  with 
sentiments  of  the  highest  gratification,  that  the  undersigned, 
in  common  with  their  brethren  here  and  elsewhere,  have 
recognized,  in  the  voluntary  act  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
this  Great  Republic,  in  behalf  of  the  persecuted  Jews  of  the 
East,  an  act  alike  honorable  to  him  as  an  individual  and  as 
a  high  public  functionary,  and  which  assures  to  us  his 
sympathy  in  whatever  may  hereafter  be  attempted  or  done 
toward  extending  to  the  ancient  race  of  Israel,  wherever 
dispersed,  the  civil  and  religious  privileges  secured  to  us  by 
the  Constitution  of  this  favored  land. 

Accept,  Sir,  from  us  and  through  us  from  the  Israelites 
here,  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  what  you  have  done — thanks, 
which  we  are  sensible  can  add  but  little  to,  but  certainly  will 
not  subtract  from,  the  feelings  which  your  own  approving 
conscience  will  suggest.  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

With  great  respect,  Yours, 

A.  H.  Cohen,  G.  A.  Myers, 

Samuel  Marx,  Samuel  H.  Myers, 

Committee. 
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NOTES. 


The  following  are  taken  from  originals  in  the  Library  of 
Congress  : 

“  Journey  of  a  passage  from  New  York  to  Boston  ”  Dec. 
3  to  Dec.  13,  1786. 

Newport  .  .  .  Wednesday  5th  Decembr  1786  ....  Mr. 
Wms  called  to  see  a  Mr.  Lopez,  a  Jew,  descended  from  an 
eminent  Jew  merchant  formerly  of  this  place,  who  unfor¬ 
tunately  was  drowned  watering  his  horse  some  years  since. 
He  bore  a  most  respectable,  unblemished  character  and  was 
universally  esteemed.  At  Mr.  Lopez’  counting  house  I  wrote 
a  letter 

“New  Yoke:,  May  11,  1774. 

“  The  Mechanicks  of  this  city  are  requested  to  meet,  this 
evening,  at  7  o’clock,  at  the  house  of  David  Philipse,  in 
Horse  and  Cart  street,  on  business  of  the  utmost  import¬ 
ance.” 


In  a  fragment  of  a  volume  containing  the  partial  minutes 
of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  Savannah  for  1756-7  I  find  that 
Daniel  and  Moses  Nunes  were  Master  Masons,  and  in  one 
place  are  stated  to  have  been  admitted  in  Georgia  in  1733-4. 
At  one  meeting  of  the  Lodge  Moses  Nunes  is  recorded  as 
absent  “  in  Indian  Natn.” 

On  one  occasion  the  fact  that  Abraham  Sarzedas  presented 
a  petition  for  the  second  time  is  noted,  though  the  nature  of 
the  petition  is  not  stated.  On  another,  David  Nunes  and 
Abraham  Sarzedas  accompanied  the  Lodge  when  its  mem¬ 
bers  waited  on  the  Governor  (Ellis)  to  present  an  address. 
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The  meetings  of  the  Lodge  were  held  at  the  houses  of  the 
members  and  among  the  entertainers  was  David  Nunes. 


“  Lancaster  (Pa.),  12  Sept.,  1777. 


“  We  the  subscribers  promise  to  pay  Paul  Zantzinger  & 
Mr.  William  Alter  the  several  sums  of  Money  to  our  names 
annexed  to  enable  them  to  hire  one  or  more  Proper  Persons 
to  ride  between  Lancaster  and  general  Washingtons  army 
with  &  for  intelligence. 


(1)  pd  Joseph  Simon  pd  P.  Z.  . 

(2)  pd  Barnard  Gratz  pd  P.  Z. 
(8)  pd  P.  Z.  L  Andew  Levy  . 

(11)  pd  P.  Z.  Levy  Marks  . 

(12)  pd  P.  Z.  Myer  Solomon 


<£1.10.0 
1.10.- 
0.15.0 
1.10.0 
1.10.0  ” 


Among  the  manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  Congress  are 
several  letters  from  Levy  Andrew  Levy  and  Joseph  Simon 
to  Ephraim  Blaine,  the  ancestor  of  the  distinguished  James 
G.  Blaine.  They  date  from  1766  to  1773,  and  relate  in  the 
main  to  business  affairs.  They  are  all  written  from  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,  and  one  dated  December  25,  1770,  and 
another  July  16,  1773,  read  as  signed,  “  in  behalf  of  my 
Uncle  Jos  Simon.” 


H.  F. 


